Half Termly
Newsletter

Important dates to note
. Fri. 18 Nov. 2.30pm - Year 4
If you would like to spon- ‘Gibside' Class Assembly
sor our  Half-Termly | tues 29 Nov. am - Decorations’ Day
Newsletter, please see | | Tyes 6th Dec. - Christmas Concert
Mrs Turland our School 2.30 pm and 6.00pm
Business Manager, in the Tickets on sale from 22.11.11 at £1
Office. Thurs. 15 Dec. - Christmas Party from lpm

Lobley Hill Primary
School
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Whole School Events

Friday 4 November - Outdoor Learning Day -Bring your
wellies and make a donation

Monday 7-Thursday 10 November - Book Fair

Thursday 17 & Friday 18 November - Family photographs

Monday 14 - Friday 18 November -Anti-Bullying Week

Friday 18 November - Children in Need

Thursday 24 November 2pm - Home School Partnership Meeting

Wednesday 7 December - School Christmas Dinner

Friday 9 December—Choir performing at the Metro Centre 10-12noon

Sunday 11 December - Christingle - All Saints’ Church 6.30pm

Friday 16 December 9.30am - Christmas Celebration at All Saints' Church

Friday 16 December 3.15—School Closes. Reopens Wednesday 4 January.

Last half term we have celebrated excellent academic
achievement across school, with Foundation Stage
Profile, Key Stage 1 and 2 SAT data reflecting the hard
work and commitment of children, parents and staff.
This indeed is an exciting time at Lobley Hill Primary
School! Already this term children have visited a humber
of places and Year 4 have completed their first
residential visit at Gibside. A fantastic success!

The outdoor environment is about to 'lift off' with an
exciting menu of activities on Friday 4 November.

Lobley Hill Primary School and the Community

Special Awards

Year Group Awards:

number of House Points and Co-operation Pebbles by their
teachers and visiting staff. The behaviour and effort
throughout the visit ensured that everyone had an enjoy-
able and productive time. Their reward for such fantastic ©
Y behaviour was extra Golden Time.
:; & Attendance: Overall attendance for the
school was 95.5% for last half term.
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Please inform school if your child is unable to attend because of illness,
phone 01914334080 before 10am.

After an amazing residential visit at Gibside the children were awarded a

Money donated by 'Kular Stores' will be used to help
change our outdoor environment. The huge shed donated,
by a local charity, is so large an entire class can use it
for activities! The sponsored run also helped generate
funding to further transform our school environment.

. Next year our school will make a major
gjé?\% contribution to the Lobley Hill Community
J&—=%  Festival and planning has already started.
e FTS The committee for the festival needs a
TR secretary to help co-ordinate this day of
fun for the whole community. If you are interested
please contact school on tel. 4334080 or Sue Shafto.

Home School Partnership

Calendar making will soon be upon us and a
band of dedicated parents and carers usually
offer their support to make these. Why not
join them? They are also hoping to collect
Christmas presents to send to Barnardos.
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Coffee Morning (&
resource prep for
staff) every Friday
at 9am in our staff
room. Do come and
have a cuppa and
chat.
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Curriculum Update

We are extremely impressed with the behaviour of all children in Year 4 and
amazed at how well they have settled into the new school year—keep up the
good workl We are thrilled to find most children are completing their maths
and reading homework as this helps to consolidate what is taught in class.
Thank you for your continued support with this, it is much appreciated.

Gibside Residential

Where to start! The most amazing time was had by all. The children worked
together to meet many challenges including the low ropes and shelter building.

The children learned about the
reintroduction of Red Kites to the Derwent
Valley and scavenged for appropriate
materials to make their own red kite nest.
Once their nest was constructed they hunted
for appropriate prey to feed their chicks.
Ask your child what the red cards mean.
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During the low ropes challenge the children needed to travel from the start to
the finish without their feet touching the ground. They needed strength,
stamina, confidence and a sense of humour and much fun was enjoyed by all.
Everyone successfully completed the course.

Parental Consultations

Miss Stephenson and Mrs Vickerage will be hosting parental
/““‘i %&% consultations on Monday 7th, Tuesday 8th and Wednesday 9th of
“" | November between 3.30 and 5.20pm. We are looking forward to
meeting everyone and sharing your child's individual targets.
Alternative dates can be made available on request. Please complete

and send your requested time to school.

Maths

This half term we have learned number facts for the 2, 3, 4, 5 and 10 times
tables to enable the children to have instant recall to support mental calculation
strategies. We have consolidated knowledge of place value and partitioning and
the children will use this to support their understanding of new written meth-
ods to solve calculations involving all four operations.

Literacy

We have used a story book with no text to create a written narrative. The
children used real life experiences to make connections to the story to support
their ideas. Next half term we will be making our own information texts linking
to the children'’s visit to Gibside.

Science.

Our visit to Gibside really supported the children in their learning, as this half
term we have been looking at habitats. The children were lucky enough to see
animals in their natural environments. They will now focus on adaptation, moving
and growing.

Theme and RE

Prehistoric was our original theme however as a direct result of the residential
visit we are adapting our planning to follow the children's enthusiasm and inter-
ests in habitats encountered. Hopefully this will maximise engagement and en-
Jjoyment in this subject. In RE we will be learning about the Islamic faith
throughout this year.

Reminders

House News

All house groups enjoyed a themed day to celebrate the opening of the World
Cup Rugby in New Zealand. Working co-operatively together the children have
produced a piece of contemporary Art to celebrate the Turner Prize coming to
Gateshead. Our Decorations' Day will be on the morning of 29th November and
you are welcome to come and enjoy the experience with your child.

9 P.E.—Every day all children should have an indoor and outdoor kit available in
school including a jumper and spare frainers.

1 Water bottles—children should have a bottle containing plain water, in school
at all times. Please label with your child's hame.

9 A pair of wellies and a warm coat are essential now that the cold weather is
setting in and will allow us o maximise use of the outdoor environment.

School dinner menu is available on the website. A reminder that as
part of our Healthy School programme, we ask that children do not

bring chocolate, sweets or fizzy drinks to school.




